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On 12th February His Grace Bishop Hovakim celebrated an Episcopal Liturgy on the
occasion of the Feast of St. Sarkis, at St. Sarkis Church, London. The service was
followed by matagh and singing and dancing lead by Shakeh Major Tchilingirian.
His
Grace
Bishop
Hovakim
congratulated
the
congregation
wholeheartedly on the occasion of the
Feast of St. Sarkis on the pilgrimage day
of our Church, the oldest Armenian
Church in London.
Diocese of the Armenian
Church of the United
Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland

His Grace Bishop Hovakim
Manukyan, Primate

Diocesan Office
Tel. 0208 127 8364

To read more about Bishop Hovakim’s
remarks on this special Feast Day,
outlining who St. Sarkis was and why St.
Sarkis is the patron saint of young
people, please click on this link:
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/thediocese/parish-clergy/theprimate/speeches
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Here are some images of the festivities that took place after the Divine Liturgy was celebrated.

The 25th Anniversary of the Armenian Armed Forces
The 25th anniversary of the Armenian Army was celebrated on
5th February at St. Yeghiche Church in London, where Holy
Mass, thanksgiving prayers and blessings took place to mark the
event.
With the blessing of the Primate of the Diocese of the United
Kingdom & Ireland, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, The Divine
Liturgy was celebrated by the Armenian Army Chaplain Father
Hakob Grigoryan, who is visiting London as an assistant to His
Grace Bishop Vrtanes Abrahamian, Chief Chaplin of the
Armenian Armed Forces.
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His Grace spoke to the faithful about the importance of the day; about how Christians are to understand
serving in the Army and also gave some historical examples of Armenian men and women who dedicated
their lives to defending their homeland.
He also introduced the Chief Chaplain of the Armenian Army, Bishop Vrtanes Abrahamian to those present.
His Grace Bishop Vrtanes Abrahamian congratulated the congregation on the anniversary of the Armenian
Army. He went on to speak about the perception of the nation and the Army; the importance of the Army
and the Diaspora keeping in touch with the homeland. He encouraged the members of the parish to stay
united; to stand by the Armenian statehood and to contribute to keeping the Motherland-Diaspora connection
strong.
The two Bishops then lead a special prayer service for peace and stability in Armenia and the Artsakh
Republics.
At the end of the Divine Liturgy, Bishop Vrtanes Abrahamian gave His Grace the RA Defense Minister Vigen
Sargsyan’s decreed “Andranik Ozanyan” Medal. Mr. Armen Liloyan, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary of the Embassy of the Republic of Armenia, stressed that the Army is one of our country's
most important institutions. He went on to congratulate the congregation on the 25th Anniversary of the
Armenian Army, also congratulating the Primate for the award bestowed to him.
Furthermore, at the end of the Divine Liturgy the Bishops presided over a prayer service in loving memory of
the late members of the Armenian Relief Society (ՀՕՄ) London Chapter.
A reception was held after Holy Mass in the St. Yeghiche church hall and was organised by the ARS ladies.
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Celebration of the Eve of Tiarn’ndaraj
Tian'ndaraj was celebrated on 13th February 2017, in St
Yeghiche Armenian Church, on the eve of the the Feast of the
Lord's Presentation to the Temple. The feast symbolises the
presentation of the 40 day old Child to the Temple in
Jerusalem.
At the beginning of the service Bishop Hovakim gave a homily
and explained the significance of the feast. At the end of the
service there was a Blessing of newlyweds couples. The service
was followed by the traditional Tiarn’ndaraj fire where the
congregation danced around the fire. There was also beautiful
singing, led by the Akhtamar Armenian Dance Group.
Participants were able to socialise at the end of the service and
enjoy refreshments prepared by the St. Yeghiche Ladies’ Guild.
The Primate thanked the Akhtamar Armenian Dance Group,
the St. Yeghiche Ladies’ Guild and the Parish Council for
helping to make the event so special.
For his Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan’s remarks on the
occasion of the eve of Tiarn’ndaraj, please click on this link:
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/theprimate/speeches
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Deacon Training Programme
The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on 25th
January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church. Every Wednesday, Deacons
in training attend church and are instructed in the traditions
of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk

Annual Armenian Street Festival - Sunday, 16th July, 2017
The ASF (Armenian Street Festival) Executive Committee and Primate request our
faithful to save the date on Sunday, 16th July, 2017 for the next Armenian Street
festival. This will be our 7th annual Armenian Street festival and as ever we want to
make it the most successful one!
The ASF Team are a very committed and creative one and are always looking for fresh
new ideas and help from the community. We are specifically looking for volunteers
to help and support the Primate’s office in all aspects, particularly for:
 Volunteers on the day to help set up/selling the food and drinks
vouchers/clearing up etc
 Volunteers to help organise the event
 Advertising to the wider community
 Fund raising
 Volunteers to help host our VIP quests
 Journalists
 Reporters
 Photographers
Please contact us on 020 8127 8364 or email us at our new address:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Spirituality
How Did the Music of the Hayr Mer Evolve?
Whilst the text of the Lord’s Prayer [Hayr Mer] is from the Gospel of
Matthew (6:9-13), there is not much known about the history of the Hayr
Mer music. According to the gospel, Christ bids his followers to “pray then
like this”, and recites the text, a clear indication that initially it was a prayer
and not a song.
Hayr Mer is recited as a prayer in almost all situations, including at the
beginnings of two of the offices or hours and at the end of all. There is,
however, an exception to this rule.
We sing the Hayr Mer in the middle of the Divine Liturgy. Under the influence of that tradition, we
occasionally sing the Hayr Mer also at the end of certain sacraments and services, such as the Marriage Rite
and the Rite of burial. This practice is obviously not a requirement, since the prayer can also be recited by the
priest.
It is extremely difficult to trace back the history of our musical tradition to the point of discussing the origin
of this or that musical part in the Divine Lithurgy. Hayr Mer was probably set to music at the latest in the
Middle Ages. Certain zhamakeerks [Book of Hours] that contain the Divine Liturgy present the Hayr Mer with
neumes1 above the words. Since the Armenian neumes, as we have them today, date back to the 12th and 13th
centuries, we can safely assume that Hayr Mer was sung during the Cilician period. The earliest manuscripts
of the present version of the Divine Lithurgy are from the 14th and 15th centuries and contain indications the
Hayr Mer should be sung by the congregation.
In the present text of the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant’s words before the Hayr Mer is chanted and are as
follows: And grant us to open our mouths with a cry of bold voice, to call upon thee, O heavenly Father, to
SING and say. In his Commentary on the Divine Lithurgy, Bishop Khosrov of Adtsevatsee, who lived and wrote
in the 10th century, quotes the same text without the word TO SING. We see the word TO SING for the first
time in Archbishop Nerses of Lambron’s version of the Divine Lithurgy, from the second part of the 12th
century. An early fifth century liturgy attributed St. Gregory the Illuminator includes the word TO SING in
the above passage before the Hayr Mer. This indicates that the Lord’s prayer was chanted in fifth century
Armenia and that the practice continued long after the Armenian Church abandoned the liturgy attributed to
St. Gregory. Nerses of Lampron or a contemporary of his introduced the word TO SING into the present version
presumably on the basis of the current practice of singing the Hayr Mer.
Now, What about the music itself? Egmalian, who presents a longer and a shorter version of the Hayr Mer,
basically harmonised the melody he heard in the churches in Tiflis and Etchmiadzin. Gomidas, on the other
hand, based his on ethnographical research. His sources were frequently priests from remote villages. He is also
said to have used certain liturgical music published by A. Apcar, who was from New Julfa, in Isfahan, Iran. One
can safely state that the Egmalian version represents the commonly used melody in the larger metropolitan
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Neumes – musical notations dating back to the Middle Ages
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What Is the Kiss of Peace?
A good explanation of the “Kiss of Peace” appears in Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan’s “Commentary” on the
Divine Liturgy, Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church (the Delphic Press, New York,
1950), p. 304.

ON THE KISS OF PEACE OR THE GREETING:
The kiss of peace, which is a sign of reconciliation, is the
symbol of fellowship of the faithful in the Holy Spirit, and of
the unity of the Church in love of God. When the gifts are
laid upon the altar, and thus the one Body of Christ, i.e., the
Church with its members, is mystically laid upon the
heavenly altar, God is thereby reconciled with his creatures.

When the faithful receive and give the greeting, they should endeavour to realise their inward reconciliation
with God and with each one of their fellow Christians. They should try to purge themselves of pride, of
hatred, of envy, of malice and such other vices as create discord and disturb their harmony in the body of
Christ, the Church.
The kissing of the cheeks was a form of salutation in the time of our Lord (Luke 7:45), as it still is in the Near
East among close friends. The Apostle Paul bids the faithful “to salute one another with a holy kiss (Rom
16:16, 1 Cor 16:20, 2 Cor 12:12). The kiss is the greeting of the Lord to His own (John 20:19). Personal disputes
born of hatred or ecclesiastical schism would “defile your sacrifice” and thus the unity of the Body of Christ
would be violated (Mat 4:23). That is why it has been the prime obligation of the believer to be reconciled
with everybody in order to be worthy to receive communion, according to an early canon of the Church of
the second century.
The person giving the greeting shall say:
KRESSDOS EE MECH MER HAYDNETSAV
[Christ has been revealed among us]
The person receiving the greeting shall say:
ORHNYAL E HAYDNOOTYOO”NUN KREESDOSEE
[Blessed is the revelation of Christ]
Archbishop Nersoyan describes the manner of giving and receiving the greeting as follows:
The person giving the Greeting shall put his right hand, with the palm open, against his breast and in the
meantime he shall bend his head forward, first toward the left shoulder of the person receiving the Greeting,
and then again toward the right shoulder of him, thus symbolising the kissing of both cheeks of his fellow
7
Christian in the love of Christ.
The person who has received the greeting shall in the same manner give the greeting to the fellow Christian
standing next to him.
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House Blessing - Տնօրհնեք
One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service.
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of
the disciples (John 20:19).
Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes
through a special Service.
During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its
inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life,
glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church.

House Blessing Services: those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the Primate’s
Office.

Volunteers Needed at the Primate’s Office

Prayer Intentions for
February:

The Primate’s Office needs volunteers to help with general
administrative duties such as filing, helping with mailouts and
answering calls. It would be ideal for a school-leaver/graduate
looking to gain work experience. Expenses will be covered.
For more information, please contact our office.

We pray for young families
and ask God to strengthen
them, to give them wisdom
and to educate their children
with the message of the Lord

Editorial:
The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach
out to Armenians throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. The
community members and organisations are welcome to send their
announcements for the e-newsletter, including information not only
about public events but also about important family events such as
christening, matrimony or passing away.
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A Message from the Primacy
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are
also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate to contact
any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either
from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events
DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES
Forthcoming Events in 2017
Bible Studies
Every Thursday at 7pm in the Gulbenkian Hall
Next dates: 23rd February, 2nd March, 9th March
Armenian Orthodox and Roman Catholic Panel Discussion
With Dr. Harry Hagopian, Fr. John Whooley and Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED. NEW DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON.
Oxford Armenian Studies
Tuesdays: 5:00 - 6:30pm
The Allan & Overy Room, Pembroke College, Oxford University
Tuesday, 21st February 2017
“The Role of Women in Early Armenian Christianity”
Dr David Zakarian, British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow, Faculty of Oriental Studies, Oxford University
For further details please email the conveners: hratch.tchilingirian@orinst.ox.ac.uk or theo.vanlint@orinst.ox.ac.uk

Tuesday, 28th February 2017
“Armenian Literary Tradition in the Context of Eastern Christianity”
Prof Robert Thomson, Professor Emeritus, Armenian Studies, the Oriental Institute, Oxford University
For further details please email the conveners: hratch.tchilingirian@orinst.ox.ac.uk or theo.vanlint@orinst.ox.ac.uk

Feast of St. Vartan
Thursday, 23rd February at 6.30pm in St. Yeghiche Church
This day is also a special names’ day for many Armenian men and women, who have names such as:
Vartan, Karen, Karekin, Hmayak, Khoren etc.
Beginning of Great Lent
Sunday, 26th February
Every Friday at 6.30pm in St. Sarkis Church there will be a prayer service followed by a Lenten meal in
the Gulbenkian Hall. After every Sunday liturgy during Great Lent, there will be a sermon on the
meaning of special meaning of each Sunday. The congregation can also ask the priest questions on any
subject that they are interested in.
Evening Services
Every Friday
Every Friday evening there will be an evening prayer service at 6.30pm in St. Sarkis Church. It will be a
Divine Liturgy of the Hour of Peace. Also, the faithful will have the opportunity of enjoying Lenten food
in the Gulbenkian Hall afterwards.
Palm Sunday and Blessing of Children
Sunday, 9th April
Easter Day
Sunday, 16th April
There will be a traditional Easter Lunch with the Primate, organised by The Primate’s Office Ladies’
Committee.
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Pilgrimage to Holy Land
2nd May – 9th May 2017
Cost for twin room, half board: £1250 per person, single supplement £300. Please
see flyer in this newsletter for itinerary details. A deposit of £500 is payable by 15 th
February. Final balance is due 6 weeks before departure.
For more details, please follow this link: http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/specialprogrammes/pilgrimage
To book your place, please phone the Primate's Office on 0208 127 8364. Cheques
are payable to Armenian Church Trust Ltd.
Flight details:
BA167 2nd May from Heathrow at 16:45 arrives Tel Aviv 23:35
BA166 9th May from Tel Aviv at 07:45 arrives Heathrow 11:10
Armenian Street Festival
Sunday, 16th July

7th Annual Armenian Street Festival at St. Sarkis Church, Iverna Gardens,
London W8 6TP
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month. For further details, please contact
the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Church
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sarkis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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