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On 22nd January 2017, the Primate, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan,
visited the Armenian Community and Parish in Dublin, where community
members were convening their annual assembly and celebrating the first Badarak
of the New Year. The day started with the celebration of Divine Liturgy at Christ
Church in Taney Parish. While celebrating the liturgy, the Primate gave a
homily reflecting on the passage from the Gospel of John about the mystery of
the incarnation of the begotten Son of God as an expression of God's love towards
creation. Articulating the theological meaning of the passage from the historical
and soteriological perspective, the Primate spoke about the efforts of humanity to
gain happiness, stressing that this would not happen without God’s help. He
urged the faithful to become co-workers of God and doers of good, passing their
own example of small but important deeds that the community has done during
the past year.
After the short reception, AGM started its work under the presidency of Primate.
The meeting was chaired by Ayda Lundon. Approximately 50 Members of the
Parish and community attended the meeting, including the honorary counsel of
Armenia to Republic of Ireland, Mr Ohan Yergainharsian. The Chairperson of
the Parish council made a report to the meeting which included the Activity and
Financial Report for the year 2016.
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There were questions and
answers on a variety of issues
including
upcoming
programmes for 2017 which
included the question of having
a pastor for the community. The
issue of moving to different
premises (St. Stephens Church)
in Dublin was actively discussed
for a large portion of the
meeting. The meeting was
closed with a prayer and
benediction by the Primate who
thanked the Parish Council for
their active involvement on a
Diocesan level as well as for
their ecumenical commitment
and active work.
The Parish Council will meet in
the near future to set the agenda
for the year ahead and to
delegate
roles
and
responsibilities.
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Bishop Hovakim Manukyan Celebrates Divine
Liturgy in Cardiff

On 15th January, the Primate Bishop Hovakim Manukyan visited Wales and
celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the Armenian Community in Christ Church,
Carmarthen. After the Eucharistic celebration the Primate preached and
congratulated the congregation on the occasion of Christmas. He explained the
meaning of Christmas and spoke about how it is important that each Christian
keeps the commandments of Jesus doing by doing small things with great love.
He then thanked the Anglican pastors of Christ Church in Camarthen who were
present during the Liturgy, as well as thanking Canon Patrick Thomas and John
Torosyan for the valuable and hard work they have done for the Church and
community, describing their exemplary deeds as small but important works
carried out with great love.
Canon Patrick Thomas was presented with wooden miniatures of two Armenian
monuments in Wales; namely the wooden cross that was used as a prototype for
the Armenian stone Khachkar in the Temple of Peace in Cardiff, as well as the
statue of Holy Etchmiadzin with the Madonna and Child, the original of which is
in St. Davids Cathedral. Both monuments are dedicated to the Armenian
Genocide.
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At the end of the
Liturgy there was a
special prayer service
for
the
loving
memory of departed
members
of
the
community requested
by families of the
parish.
The Primate and
congregation had a
wonderful time after
Liturgy, enjoying the
hospitality of the
community as well as
discussing upcoming
events.

Primate’s Office Ladies’ Committee Meeting
On Wednesday, 25th January, the Primate held
a meeting with the Primate’s Office Ladies’
Committee and they discussed the upcoming
events and activities that they are going to
participate in and organise.
The ladies will help the Primate to organise a
few ecumenical gatherings, as well as some
major events such as the Easter Luncheon, and
a Pilgrimage to St Davids in Wales. They will
participate in the activities of the Armenian
Street Festival on 16th July 2017. During 2017,
they will also organise a charitable programme
in Armenia.
For those who would like to join the Ladies’ Committee and participate in organising their
events, please contact Jeanine Gulvanessian at: jgulvanessian@btinternet.com
4

Armenian Church News

Armenian Church Trust UK Meeting
On Saturday, 14th January, the Primate held the first joint meeting of the ACT UK
Trustees and Executive Committee in the Gulbenkian Hall. A financial report was made
by Krikor Sabounjian and Hovnan Hambartsumyan for the financial year (31 March,
2015 – 31 March, 2016).
Please click this link to view the Year End accounts:
https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/07395920
The budget for the financial year (31 March, 2017 – 31 March, 2018) has been discussed
and finalised, which will be approved by the Trustees in the next meeting. The Trustees
are representatives of the Parishes, currently St. Sarkis and St. Yeghiche Churches, as
well as the Primate himself and Hovnan Hambartsumyan.
The Primate informed the meeting that with the agreement of the other Trustees he has
sent invitations to other Parishes to nominate Trustees so that soon the number of
Trustees will increase. Trustees are custodians or directors of the Trust. They have equal
status and there is a unanimous decision making process in the Trust.
The ACT UK Executive Committee’s role is to supervise the programmes implemented
by the Primate. Executive committee members are volunteers who help the Primate to
implement the ongoing programmes (for example, the Armenian Street Festival, the
ACYO, the Ladies’ Committee) as well as benefactors of the Church.

Meeting with St. Sarkis Parish Council
On Friday, 13th January, the Primate presided over the
Parish Council meeting of St. Sarkis Church in the
Gulbenkian Hall. During the meeting the Primate and
Parish Council members discussed questions of mutual
interest. The Primate presented them with his upcoming
plans and activities as well as gave some details
regarding the function of the Armenian Church Trust
UK. He also spoke about the new programme - “Hope,
faith and love,” - that the Diocese has launched with the
parishes and parish priests to strengthen the links
between parishes and new families as well as in
safeguarding Armenian Christian families.
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The Primate emphasized the importance of the new programmes, increasing the
accountability to the parishioners as well as attracting more youth and younger
families through the means of social media. They discussed the upcoming events of
the Parish where the Primate should attend and preside over. They also
emphasized the need to renovate the inside of St. Sarkis Church as well as its
surroundings. The Primate extended His blessings and appreciation to the Parish
council members for their commitment.

Meeting with St. Yeghiche Parish Council
On Sunday, 16th January, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan presided over the
regular St. Yeghiche Parish Council meeting at the Navasartian centre. The Primate
presented his upcoming plans and activities as well as giving details regarding the
function of the Armenian Church Trust UK. The Primate spoke about his priorities
and objectives publicised in the document “Primate’s Mission, Focus and Priorities”
emphasising the need of the supporting the clergy to work with the youth and
younger families.
He also presented the new programme - “Hope, faith and love,” which was followed
by an exchange of ideas and the launch of a special spiritual programme for families
with small children.
The upcoming events of the Parish were discussed and the availability of the
Primate to attend and preside over certain events, among them the Feasts of
Presentation of our Lord to the Temple and St.Vartanants. They spoke about Lenten
lectures as well as celebrations related to the 150th anniversary of the construction
of the Church building. The Primate extended His blessings and appreciation to the
Parish Council members for their commitment, especially for their exemplary
efforts in obtaining vessels and vestments for the Church.

Deacon Training Programme
The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on 25th
January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church. Every Wednesday, Deacons
in training attend church and are instructed in the traditions of
serving at the altar. The training is led by the His Grace Bishop
Hovakim Manukyan and Reverend Father Arsen Saroyan.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please email
Father Arsen at: zvartunq@mail.ru, or email the Primate’s
Office at: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Community News
In Memoriam of Hrant Dink

Hrant Dink was remembered at a special memorial gathering on the 10th
anniversary of his assassination, on 19th January at St. Sarkis Church, organised by
the Armenian Institute. “The many voices of Hrant Dink, ten years on” was the
theme, which celebrated the life and work of the slain editor of Agos newspaper,
who was a leading advocate of human rights, democracy, minorities rights, peace
and reconciliation in Turkey. Hrant Dink was memorialised through readings by
a group of readers and songs performed by Armenian, Kurdish and Turkish
artists.
The commemoration began with an opening speech by writer, actor, publisher
and human rights activist Nouritza Matossian. She shared her memories from her
meetings with Hrant Dink. Ms. Matossian said Dink was brave enough to break
the taboos and talk about the Armenian Genocide.
Passages from the biography of Hrant Dink were read Armenian and English by
the members of the Armenian Institute. Kurdish and Turkish artists Suna Alan,
Aygul Erce and Cahit Baylav performed Armenian and the Kurdish songs. Aris
Nadirian performed Armenian spiritual songs during the event.
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Following a slideshow of an Armenian interview with English subtitles with
Hrant Dink and Agos newspaper, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan talked about the
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legacy of Hrant Dink to change taboos in
Turkish society as well as promote peace
and reconciliation among the people. He
emphasized the need of reconciliation in
the region which will be based on
recognition, repentance and reparation.
After the Bishop's brief speech, the
commemoration ended with a prayer.
Special prayer services in loving memory
of Hrant Dink were conducted in all
Armenian Churches in UK after the
Divine Liturgy.

Community News from Cardiff Parish
Syrian-Armenian Family Relocated to Armenia
In Cardiff, Alice Kanekanian and Mariam Torosyan organised a Syria Fund Raising
event and the final amount raised was $1900.
The funds were used to bring the Boulboulian family to Yerevan from Aleppo on
28th December 2016. The family comprise of Talin and Boghos with their children
Houvan and Sela and their mother Santokht. John Torosyan has since spoken to
the family and they have settled in Tavitashen. They confirm that all the expenses
for the trip have been met from the funds forwarded.
Alice, Mariam and the Cardiff Community would like to thank all those who
donated so generously on the day of the concert on 12th November 2016 in Cardiff,
as well donations received during their visits to Manchester and London.
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Annual Armenian Street Festival - Sunday, 16th July, 2017
The ASF (Armenian Street Festival) Executive Committee and Primate request our
faithful to save the date on Sunday, 16th July, 2017 for the next Armenian Street
festival. This will be our 7th annual Armenian Street festival and as ever we want to
make it the most successful one!
The ASF Team are a very committed and creative one and are always looking for
fresh new ideas and help from the community. We are specifically looking for
volunteers to help and support the Primate’s office in all aspects, particularly for:
 Volunteers on the day to help set up/selling the food and drinks
vouchers/clearing up etc
 Volunteers to help organise the event
 Advertising to the wider community
 Fund raising
 Volunteers to help host our VIP quests
 Journalists
 Reporters
 Photographers
Please contact us on 020 8127 8364 or email us at our new address:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk

In Loving Memory of Alice Klendjian
Born 9th December 1922
in Nicosia, Cyprus
Died 6th January 2017
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan expresses his
deepest condolences to Vera & James
Harland and family, and prays for the
loving memory of the late Alice Klendjian
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In Memoriam: Archbishop Mesrob Krikorian
It is with deep regret that we inform our faithful
that on the evening of 14th January, His Eminence
Archbishop Mesrob Krikorian entered his eternal
rest. His Eminence was 85 years old. Archbishop
Mesrop was a devoted servant and a senior
member of the Brotherhood of Holy Etchmiadzin
The death of the distinguished Archbishop is a
great loss for the Armenian Church. His Holiness
Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians said: “the Supreme Spiritual
Council of the Armenian Church and the clergy
deeply mourn the loss of Archbishop Mesrob
Krikorian, and pray for the repose of his soul.
Blessed be the Memory of the Righteous.”
On 30th January, funeral rites will be held and he
will be transported to the St. Gayane Monastery in
Vagharshapat, Armenia. The Requiem service will
be offered at 11:00 a.m. at the St. Gayane Church.
Archbishop Mesrob will be buried in the
cemetery of the Brotherhood of Holy Etchmiadzin
located at the Mother See.

His Grace Bishop Hovakim has sent his
condolences to His Holiness KAREKIN II, on
behalf of the Churches and communities in the
UK and Ireland. With the order of the Primate
there were special prayer services in the
Armenian Churches on UK in blessed memory of
Archbishop Krikorian on 22nd January. The late
Archbishop had ordained His Grace to the rank
deaconate on 12th July, 2000.
Please see the biography of late Archbishop at:
http://www.armenianchurch.org/index.jsp?sid=3&
nid=3369&y=2017&m=0&d=15
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Ecumenical News
Bishop Hovakim attends the Bishop of London’s
Retirement Dinner

On 18th January the Primate, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, attended a
dinner to mark the retirement of the Bishop of London, the Rt Revd and Rt Hon
Dr. Richard Chartres, KCVO. The event was hosted by the City of London
Corporation at the Guildhall.
Anglican clergy and laity, prominent members of the Diocese, Armenian and
Russian Bishops attended the event. His Excellency Dr. Armen and Nouneh
Sarkissian, The Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia, were among the guests
of honour.
Lord Richard Chartres is one of the outstanding Church leaders in the UK. He has
led the Diocese of London for 21 years. He has been also responsible for the
dialogue with the Orthodox and Anglican Churches. As a friend of Armenians he
visited Armenia on a number of occasions. He was the main Anglican speaker at
the ecumenical service to mark the centennial of the Armenian Genocide in
Westminster Abbey on 27th October, 2015. He also attended the Armenian Street
Festival in July 2016.
The Primate also will attend His farewell service at St. Paul’s Cathedral on 2 nd
February.
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Spirituality
How did the Badarak evolve? Did St. Gregory
perform the services we have today?

St Gregory the Illuminator and his contemporaries did not celebrate the Divine
Lithurgy, or badarak, as we know the service today. The origin and development of
the Armenian badarak are of a later date than the early fourth century, when St.
Gregory the Illuminator lived and converted the Armenian nation to Christianity. St
Gregory the Illuminator and his contemporaries did not celebrate the Divine Liturgy
as we know it today.
There is no information about the nature of the liturgies used in the Armenian
churches prior to the fifth century. Since the earliest Christians came from northern
Syria and northern Mesopotamia, it is assumed that they brought the liturgies used
in those regions. These would have been in Syriac, a dialect of Aramaic, and were
probably still in use, particularly in southern Armenia, until, the beginning of the
fifth century.
St. Gregory himself was educated in Caesarea, Cappadocia (modern Kayseri in
central Turkey and the region around it), where the spoken as well as the liturgical
language was koine Greek. Since after the conversion of Armenia St. Gregory went
to Caesarea to become a bishop, it is assumed that he brought the liturgy, or liturgies,
in use in Cappadocia. These were presumably in official use in Armenia until the 12
beginning of the fifth century.
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Soon after the invention of the Armenian alphabet in the fifth century, the
Armenian fathers translated from Greek the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
(330 – 379), bishop of Caesarea. This liturgy was probably the one that was
celebrated on the eve of the Battle of Avarayr on May 25, 451. At a later date this
liturgy was falsely attributed to St. Gregory the Illuminator, as noted in the
headings of manuscripts. Later tradition also attributed to the St. Gregory the
Armenian practice of not adding water to the cup and using unleavened bread for
the host.
During the late fifth or sixth centuries, four other liturgies were translated from
Greek, all of them from neighbouring Cappadocia and now attributed to St.
Gregory of Nazianzus (329 – 389). By the mid-10th century one of these four had
already become the standard badarak of the Armenian Church, while the other
three and the Liturgy of St. Basil were ultimately forgotten in the Armenian
Church. The texts of the liturgies of St. Basil and those of the two other liturgies of
Gregory of Nazianzus are still extant, while the fourth has reached us only in
fragments.
In the mid-10th century the Armenian badarak began with the priest’s silent prayer
following the Scriptural readings and the recitation of the Profession of Faith (the
Creed). The service ended with the distribution of Holy Communion. The first
part of the Preparation was done silently by the priest and the second part (the
Synaxis) – called Jashoo Zham in Armenian, when the Scriptural excerpts or
lessons are read – was, and still is, a separate service or office. Sometime between
the mid-10th and 12th centuries these two parts were added to the beginning of the
Divine Liturgy. The newly added sections as well as the rest of the Armenia
badarak were enriched with material borrowed from the Byzantine and Latin
liturgies. During the late Middle Ages the Armenians borrowed from the Latin
Rite the Dismissal and the reading of the Gospel of John, chapter 1:1-14.
Since the end of the 13th century minor changes and additions have been
introduced into the Armenian Divine Liturgy, namely some editorial revisions,
hymns and the song Der Voghormya (18th century).
There is evidence that in ancient times the Armenian Liturgy was preceded by the
Liturgy of the Catechumens (un-baptized people preparing to become Christian)
and included the Scriptural readings. Today, only excerpts from one of the prayers
of this liturgy are extant and are included in the baptismal service. The
catechumens were not allowed to participate in the Liturgy of the Faithful. This is
still clearly stated by the deacon at the beginning of the Holy Sacrifice: “Let none
of the catechumens, none of little faith and none of the penitents, nor of the
unclean draw near unto this divine mystery.” Today the Preparation and the
Synaxis replace the Liturgy of the Catechumens.

Source: “Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Church" by Very Rev.
Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, St. Vartan Press, NY, 2004, page 132-133
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House Blessing - Տնօրհնեք
One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service.
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of
the disciples (John 20:19).
Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes
through a special Service.
During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home,
its
inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life,
glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church.

House Blessing Services: those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the Primate’s
Office.

Volunteers Needed at the Primate’s Office

Prayer Intentions for January:

We pray for young families
and ask God to strengthen
them, to give them wisdom
and to educate their children
with the message of the Lord

The Primate’s Office needs volunteers to help with general
administrative duties such as filing, helping with mailouts
and answering calls. It would be ideal for a schoolleaver/graduate looking to gain work experience. Expenses
will be covered. For more information, please contact our
office.

Editorial:
The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach
out to Armenians throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. The
community members and organisations are welcome to send their
announcements for the e-newsletter, including information not only
about public events but also about important family events such as
christening, matrimony or passing away.
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A Message from the Primacy
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are
also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate to
contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a
reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events
DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES
Forthcoming Events in January and February 2017
Bible Studies
Every Thursday at 7pm in the Gulbenkian Hall
Next dates: 2nd, 9th ,16th February
Armenian Orthodox and Roman Catholic Panel Discussion
With Dr. Harry Hagopian, Fr. John Whooley and Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED. NEW DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON.
Eve of St. Sarkis Day and Blessing of Youth
Saturday, 11th February at 6.30pm in the Gulbenkian Hall
Feast of St. Sarkis
Sunday, 12th February at 11am in St. Sarkis Church
Blessing of Young Families and Feast of the Presentation of the Lord to the Temple
Monday, 13th February at 6.30pm in St. Yeghiche Church
Feast of St. Vartan
Thursday, 23rd February at 6.30pm in St. Yeghiche Church
Beginning of Great Lent
Sunday, 26th February
Every Friday at 6.30pm in St. Sarkis Church there will be a prayer service followed by a Lenten
meal in the Gulbenkian Hall. After every Sunday liturgy during Great Lent, there will be a
sermon on the meaning of special meaning of each Sunday.
Palm Sunday and Blessing of Children
Sunday, 9th April
Easter Day
Sunday, 16th April
There will be a traditional Easter Lunch with the Primate, organised by The Primate’s Office
Ladies’ Committee.
Pilgrimage to Holy Land
2nd May – 9th May 2017
Cost for twin room, half board: £1250 per person, single supplement £300. Please see flyer
in this newsletter for itinerary details. A deposit of £500 is payable by 15th February. Final
balance is due 6 weeks before departure.
For more details, please follow this link: http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/specialprogrammes/pilgrimage
To book your place, please phone the Primate's Office on 0208 127 8364. Cheques are
payable to Armenian Church Trust Ltd.
Flight details: BA167 2nd May from Heathrow at 16:45 arrives Tel Aviv 23:35
BA166 9th May from Tel Aviv at 07:45 arrives Heathrow 11:10
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Church
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
st
1 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sarkis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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